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Ta'anug: According to the general rules. 

Sunday Shiur 1/26/25 

Ta'anug: According to the general Kabbalistic idea, G-d first intends to make a 

creation of human physicality. This is said to flow from His Ta'anug, great delight in the 
idea. However, His intention has a "will" (Ratson). I see all the subsequent data as an 

expression of his expectations in a relationship. These expectations deal with  

1. How we treat Him.  

2. Each other.  

3 The environment that we live in. Give me an overview of these ideas and any other 

nuances you would see as a part of having a relationship with the Eternal G-d. 

  

The Foundations of a Relationship with the Eternal G-d 

Introduction: The Interplay of Ta'anug and Ratson 

In Kabbalistic thought, the Eternal G-d's act of creation stems from His Ta'anug—a 

profound delight in the idea of existence and the relationship it enables. This delight is 

not arbitrary but flows from a desire to manifest His infinite light in finite vessels.  

However, this Ta'anug is expressed through Ratson, G-d's will, which sets the cosmic 

process of creation in motion and establishes the framework for a dynamic and 

meaningful relationship with humanity.  

This relationship is multifaceted, encompassing how humanity engages with G-d, 

interacts with each other, and relates to the world. These elements reflect G-d’s 

expectations, which emerge as guiding principles for creation’s harmony, rectification 

(Tikkun), and ultimate purpose. 

The reasoning behind the idea of Ta'anug is that when G-d has His thought of Emanation 

from Himself, it brings Him "Ta" great "Anug" Delight.  

From intentional Creation there must be a Divine Will and a Devine Desire. 

  

The Human-Divine Relationship: Reverence and Devotion 

At the core of the relationship between humanity and the Eternal are the three 

principles of  

onenote:#Summary&section-id={6B91FCE7-F705-4A0C-A693-46B02D20EAF8}&page-id={60106116-E02B-471D-BEE5-0F52980F9CD7}&object-id={9FC33E37-C840-4241-BCEF-B82A15F8E717}&4C&base-path=https://d.docs.live.net/d222720762074da0/Documents/Internet%20Documents/Start%20UP/ChatGPTLog/01-01-25.one


2 | P a g e  

© Rabbi Dr. Walter Oakley, All rights reserved 

1. Avodat Hashem (service of G-d). This is rooted in recognizing G-d's infinite 

greatness, His absolute unity (Ein Sof), and His role as both Creator and 

Sustainer.  

2. Humanity is tasked with fostering a connection that reflects Ahavat Hashem 

(love of G-d) and  

3. Yirat Hashem (awe or reverence for G-d). These two dynamics—love and 

reverence—are not contradictory but complementary, forming the emotional 

and spiritual foundation for all religious devotion. 

These three things foster … 

a. Communion and Connection 

Communion is a critical medium through which humanity addresses G-d 

and aligns their desires with His Ratson. In Kabbalistic terms, communion 

elevates the Shechinah (the Divine Presence) from states of exile and restores 

it to unity with its source. This act of elevation is not merely personal but 

cosmic, contributing to the rectification of the realms (Olamot). 

b. Torah and Bible Study and Divine Wisdom 

As the blueprint of creation, the Torah and Bible represent G-d’s 

expectations and the manifestation of His Ratson. Studying the Bible and 

Torah allows humanity to access the infinite wisdom embedded in creation, 

aligning themselves with Divine truth. It also ensures that their lives are 

guided by the principles necessary for spiritual growth and cosmic 

harmony. 

c.  A G-dly lifestyle is the meaning and intention of the Mitzvot 

(Commandments) 

The commandments are practical expressions of G-d’s will, designed to 

sanctify physicality and elevate the mundane. Kabbalah teaches that each 

mitzvah corresponds to specific spiritual energies in the Sefirot, enabling 

humanity to participate in the ongoing process of Tikkun. 

  

Interpersonal Relationships: Reflecting Divine Unity in Human 

Interaction 

Human interactions are a direct reflection of the Divine image in which humanity is 

created (B’tzelem Elohim). The Ta'anug that G-d experiences in creation is mirrored in 
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how humans treat one another, emphasizing justice (Tzedek), kindness (Chesed), and 

compassion (Rachamim). 

1. Loving One’s Neighbor as Oneself 

The Torah’s commandment to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18) 

reflects the interconnectedness of humanity. According to Kabbalistic thought, 

this love extends beyond mere emotion, serving as a way to rectify the 

fragmentation that occurred during the Shevirat HaKelim (shattering of the 

vessels). Every act of kindness mends spiritual fissures, contributing to the 

greater unity of creation. 

2. Justice and Fairness in Society 

G-d’s will manifests in the ethical systems that govern human societies. Justice, 

as a balance between Din (judgment) and Rachamim (mercy), is central to 

ensuring that relationships and communities reflect Divine harmony. This is 

evident in the Torah’s legal frameworks, which safeguard the dignity and rights 

of all individuals. 

3. Forgiveness and Reconciliation 

Forgiveness is essential to interpersonal relationships, reflecting G-d’s capacity 

for mercy. The process of reconciliation parallels the Tikkun of spiritual realms, 

where broken relationships are healed through humility, understanding, and 

love. 

  

Humanity and the Environment: Stewardship of Creation 

The physical world, far from being merely a backdrop to human existence, is integral to 

the Divine plan. G-d’s Ratson includes humanity’s role as stewards of creation, entrusted 

with its care and preservation. The relationship between humanity and the 

environment carries profound spiritual implications, as physicality itself is seen as a 

vessel for Divine light. 

1. Guardianship and Responsibility 

In Genesis 2:15, humanity is instructed to “work and guard” the Garden of Eden. 

This dual mandate—both productive engagement and protective care—

underscores the responsibility to maintain the balance of creation. Kabbalistic 

thought emphasizes that the physical world is not inherently separate from the 

spiritual but is instead an expression of Divine energy in material form. 
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2. Sanctifying the Material World 

By using physical resources in ways that align with Divine will, humanity 

sanctifies creation. This principle is evident in practices such as Kashrut (dietary 

laws) and Shabbat, which elevate time and materiality to a higher spiritual 

purpose. 

3. Tikkun Olam: Rectifying the World 

Humanity’s environmental stewardship is part of the larger process of Tikkun 

Olam. This concept, central to Kabbalah, calls for the repair and restoration of all 

aspects of creation. Each positive action, whether small or grand, contributes to 

aligning the world with its original purpose. 

  

Nuances of the Divine-Human Relationship 

Beyond these foundational elements, the relationship with the Eternal is nuanced, 

encompassing dimensions of intimacy, paradox, and spiritual growth. These aspects 

reflect the depth and complexity of engaging with an Infinite Being. 

1. Intimacy Through Hitbodedut 

2. Personal prayer and meditation, known as Hitbodedut, provide a space for 

intimate communion with G-d. This practice, emphasized in Chassidic thought, 

allows individuals to express their innermost thoughts and emotions, deepening 

their connection to the Divine. 

3. The Paradox of Concealment and Revelation 

G-d’s concealment (Hester Panim) is both a challenge and an invitation. It allows 

for free will, enabling humanity to choose relationship over indifference. Yet, 

even in moments of concealment, G-d is present, guiding creation toward 

ultimate redemption. 

4. Spiritual Growth Through Struggle 

Challenges and adversities are not obstacles but opportunities for spiritual 

growth. They reflect G-d’s expectations for humanity to rise above physical 

limitations and ascend spiritually. This aligns with the Kabbalistic idea of Isarusa 

D’Letata (arousal from below), where human effort draws down Divine 

blessings. 
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Broader Implications: Cosmic Harmony and the Role of Israel 

The relationship with the Eternal has implications beyond individual spirituality, 

extending to the collective mission of Israel as a people and humanity as a whole. 

1. Israel as a Kingdom of Priests 

The Jewish people are called to be a “kingdom of priests and a holy nation” 

(Exodus 19:6). This role involves serving as a conduit for Divine light, spreading 

the knowledge of G-d to all nations. It reflects the idea that humanity’s 

relationship with the Divine is not insular but universal. 

2. The Universal Purpose of Creation 

The ultimate purpose of creation is the reunification of the physical and spiritual 

realms. This is symbolized by the concept of Malchut (Divine kingship), where 

G-d’s sovereignty is fully revealed in the material world. Humanity’s role is to 

prepare for this revelation through collective effort and alignment with Divine 

will.  

Summary: The Relationship as Cosmic Harmony 

The relationship with the Eternal G-d, grounded in Ta'anug and expressed through 

Ratson, is a dynamic interplay of love, reverence, and responsibility. It involves 

recognizing G-d’s greatness, fulfilling His commandments, and striving for unity with 

Him through personal and collective efforts. This relationship also encompasses how 

humanity treats one another and the environment, reflecting Divine expectations for 

harmony and Tikkun. 

At its core, this relationship is about aligning the finite with the Infinite, elevating 

creation to reflect the Divine light embedded within it. Each act of love, justice, and 

sanctification contributes to the ultimate purpose of creation: the full revelation of G-d’s 

presence and the restoration of cosmic harmony in the world to come (Olam HaBa). 
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